DEVICE FOR THE COMBINED PRESENTATION OF TWO ITEMS 
2007 1 

^CKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention concerns an accessory for the 
combined presentation of at least two items, in particular two 
items for cosmetic use. The items may be two separate 
distinct products, or the two items may include a product and 
an accessory which is adapted for application of the product. 
[0002] This provides advantages especially in the field of 
make-up due to the increasing sophistication of the make-up 
art, which often involves the use of two complementary 
products to be applied separately. 

[00031 This is the case, for example, with lipsticks, 

wherein a first product may provide the color and a second 
so-called "finishing" product provides, if necessary, the 
gloss or hold-fast properties for the first product. An 
example of other make-up products that may require separate 
applications of elements is cosmetics for the eyes and the 
nails, where one of the products may be a make-up foundation 
and the other product bcing may be the so-called make-up 
proper. 

[0004] In the case of the above-mentioned two complementary 
products, as well as others, it is therefore convenient to 
have two packagings that must be able to be available either 
simultaneously or independently of one another according to 
the habits and needs of the consumer. 

[0005] However, there is an underlying problem of trying to 

produce a device that selectively allows either #e^of two 
products to be had in a combined manner, so as to be available 
at any time, or have two products separate, in particular, 
when the consumer so desires to only have one within their 
person. 

[0006] In the case of the second option, an additional 

problem may arise. On the one hand, if an additional device 
is used to unify the two products, care must be taken so that 



the additional device is not lost when the two items are 
separated from one another, and/or from the third 
clement additional device . On the other hand, the additional 
device, while it remains unified with only one of the two 
products, must not interfere with the use of the product and 
should not noticeably increase its dimensions. 

[0007] For example, in the area of food, devices are known 
that allow the combination of two or more items in the form of 
packs, i.e., with bottles of water or milk. When one or more 
bottles are removed from the pack, the "unoccupied" portions 
of the loop cause an unnecessary increase in dimensions. 
Similar examples exist in the prior art; however, many of 
those examples suffer from the same drawback. 

[0008] Additional prior art references describe structures 
that have a functional use solely when in planar 
configuration, where a set of loops cannot be superimposed 
upon each other. For example, some references describe 
systems having a flexible strap terminating with two loops 
intended to form a handle for the combined transport of two 
bottles. The securing of one bottle relative to the other 
boing is achieved by making the flexible strap into a double 
loop similar to a figure 8 and inserting the neck of each of 
the bottles inside one of the sections of the figure 8 loop. 

[0009] A disadvantage of such a configuration results from 
the fact that the assembly of the two bottles by means of such 
a flexible strap, by virtue of the complexity of the required 
manipulation, can be difficult to perform in an automated 
manner. Furthermore, following removal of one of the bottles, 
the strap cannot remain integral with cithcr the other bottle 
and the strap runs the risk of being lost. 

[0010] Still, yet other prior art references describe 
systems having at least two loops connected together by a 
flexible grab handle. Each loop has a circular hole allowing 
an item to be retained securely therein. But these devices 
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pose a problem because as a result of the means of retention 
arranged around the inner periphery of these holes, 
flexibility is reduced or even eliminated. Also, it is 
difficult to completely remove and then replace the items in 
their holes and this m ay take several attempts. Moreover, in 
order to remove an item from its hole, it is necessary to 
slide it along the entire length of the handle through the 
hole. This rules out being able to retain items in such holes 
that are not necessarily cylindrical in ouch holoo . 
[0011] So, one of the objects of the present invention is 
to create a device that allows a full or partial solution to 
the problems discussed above with regard to conventional 
devices . 

[0012] A particular object of the present invention is to 
create a device that allows the combined presentation of at 
least two products. The present invention further 

contemplates that when the two items are separated from one 
another, the device may remain integral with any one of the 
products without unduly increasing the dimensions of the 
product it is integral with, as well as not interfering with 
the use of the product . 

[0013] Another object of the present invention is to create 
such a device that is simple to use and economical to create. 
[0014] The device according to the present invention solves 
the above problems by offering a retaining element that holds 
the items by latching. The retaining element may be in the 
form of a squeezing device. The squeezing device may be 
formed by two arms that are able to deform elastically and 
have an internal periphery that is complementary to the 
articles that can be retained by it. For example, these arms 
may be arranged in an arc or a circle and the squeezing device 
may forma an open loop as viewed from above . 

[0015] Further objects will be described in greater detail 
in the detailed description that follows. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] According to the present invention, these objects 
are achieved by producing a device for the combined 
presentation of at least two items. The device includes a 
first element able to be secured in a detachable fashion to a 
first item, and a second element-r connected to the first and 
able to be secured to a second item. In order to allow the 
first item to remain fixed in relation to the second, the 
device is configured in such a way as to be able to occupy a 
position in which the first and second elements are both fixed 
on either the first or second item alone. The first element 
and the second element may be in the form of a squeezing 
device in order to be fixed to the two items. 

[0017] The fixing of the second element to the second item 
is preferably also reversible, thus being detachable. 

[0018] So, with the configuration according to the present 
invention, the two items can be either presented in a combined 
manner, by one being held fixed in relation to the other, or 
separate from one another. In the latter case, the fixing 
device may remain integral with one of the items. The element 
serving to secure the article that has been removed— is itself 
being — able to be fastened to the remaining item, thereby 
allowing the latter not to have a noticeable increase in 
dimensions . 

[0019] Preferably, the squeezing device includes two arms 

that are elastically deformable and the attaching ^of the 
first element (or the second) on the first item (or the 
second) works by latching. Such latching can take place on an 
item having a circular cross-section or e€ — a cross-section 
having any other form, in particular, square, hexagonal, 
pentagonal or the like. 

[0020] The first element may be connected to the second by 
a film hinge or by a flexible strip. The device may be 
obtained by molding a thermoplastic material such as a 
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polyethylene, a polypropylene, an SBS, an^ SEBS, a mixture of 
two or more of these materials, or a duroplastic polymer. 
Other materials may also be used. 

[0021] In reality, in the case of the process for creating 
the device in a single molded part, in which the 
catahing attachment of the fixing elements on the items takes 
place by latching, a number of factors have to be taken into 
account. First, the material must be able to deform 

elastically without breaking. Second, the material must be 
sufficiently rigid in order that, once the latching has taken 
place, there is a solid catching attachment of the fixing 
elements on the items. Third, the material must be able to 
withstand multiple flexions of an angle of approximately ISO*' 
without rupturing . 

[0022] As previously mentioned, the possibility exists of 
using two different materials to form the device. One 
material iemay_Jbe used to form the link between the two fixing 
elements and is chosen for its flexibility and good properties 
of resistance to flexion. The other material jr smay be used to 
form the fixing elements and is chosen based on its properties 
of rigidity and elastic deformation. In this instance, the 
device may be created by bi- inject ion or over-molding of two 
physically and chemically compatible materials. 

[0023] Alternatively, the first and second elements a^ ^may 
be molded separately in a mold (possibly the same one, if the 
first and second elements are identical) and then connected to 
one another by high frequency welding. 

[0024] Preferably, the first element includes a first open 

loop, the two extremities of which delimit an opening via 
which the first element is latched on a portion of the first 
item. The first item may have a cross-section corresponding 
to an internal cross -sect ion of the first open loop. The 
second element includes a second open loop also having two 
extremities- The extremities delimit an opening via which the 
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second element is latched on a portion of the second item with 
a cross-section corresponding to an internal cross-section of 
the second open loop. The first and second elements are 
linked by a linking element preferably arranged opposite the 
opening of the first and second loops. The linking element is 
configured so that the device can move from an initial 
position in which the first and second elements are located on 
a side of a plane that is perpendicular to the mid-plane of 
the first and second open loops. Alternatively, the linking 
element can move to a second position in which the first and 
second elements are located on a side of a plane that is 
parallel to the mid-plane of the first and second loops. 
[0025] The first and second open loops preferably have a 
circular internal cross-section, the first and second items 
being of corresponding circular cross -section over at least 
part of their height . 

[0026] In the latter case, the portion of the circle formed 
by the first and second open loops extends over more than 
180*', and preferably over an angle of between approximately 
190** and 315** . 

[0027] Still, according to this configuration, the parts of 
circular cross -section of the two items may have a similar or 
even identical diameter. With identical fixing elements, any 
differences in diameter between the two items, provided these 
remain within a certain limit, simply involve differences in 
the degree of clamping of the first and second fixing elements 
on the first and second items, or, in the amplitude of play 
when there is no clamping. In the latter case, however, the 
first and second items may be provided with means, in 
particular in the form of axial stops, to more or less reduce, 
if not eliminate, any relative axial movement between the 
fixing elements and the items. 

[0028] Preferably, the radius of the portion of the circle 

formed by at least one of the first and second open loops is 
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less than or equal to the radius of the portion of circular 
cross-section of the first item, as well as the radius of the 
portion of circular cross-section of the second item. Under 
these conditions, at least one of the fixing elements exerts a 
clamping force on the article to which it is secured. 
[0029] By way of indication, the radius of the portion of 
the circle formed by at least one of the first and second 
loops may be approximately 1 to 10% less than the radius of 
the portion of circular cross-section of the first item and 
the second item. 

[0030] The first and second elements are preferably 
identical, thereby making the orientation of either the first 
or second elements with either the first or second iteme 
immaterial . 

[0031] The first and second loops may be directly connected 
to one another or connected together at two diametrically 
opposed points of a closed loop, in particular via a film 
hinge. Thus, a first open loop is intended to catch by 
latching on a first item. The closed loop is attached to a 
third item by one of the ends of the latter and held by 
clamping on the third item. A second open loop is intended to 
catch by latching a second item. As a result of this, in the 
assembled position, the three items are arranged side-by-side, 
with the third item being arranged between the first and 
second items. When in use, -there are various possibilities 
according to the nature of the three items. For example, the 
consumer can separate the first and second items from their 
respective fixing elements, the latter then being folded back 
to 180 and fixed by latching on the third item. 

[0032] According to another aspect of the present 
invention, an assembly includes a first item and second item, 
in particular, in the form of receptacles containing a first 
product, in particular, a cosmetic product. The second item 
may also be an accessory for the application of the first 
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item. The first and second items are held fixed in relation 
to each other feeby a device according to the present 
invention. 

[0033] Preferably, on at least one portion of their height, 
the first and second items are of circular cross -section. 
More preferably, the first and second items more or less form 
a cylinder along their entire height. 

[0034] In one embodiment, the first item may contain a 
first make-up product, in particular, for the lips or 
eyelashes, with the second item containing a second product 
intended to modify the appearance of the first, in particular, 
its gloss. The second product is preferably intended to 
cooperate with the first product in the application of make-up 
to the same area. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0035] The present invention includes, apart from the above 
arrangements, a number of other arrangements that will be 
explained below in relation to non-limiting examples described 
by reference to the annexed figures, in which: 

[0036] Fig. 1 shows an exploded view of an assembly 
according to a first embodiment of the present invention; 

[0037] Fig. 2 shows a view in the assembled state of the 
assembly shown in Fig. 1; 

[0038] Fig. 3 shows the assembly of Fig. 2, in which the 

items have been removed with the two fixing elements being 
fastened to a single item; and 

[0039] Figs. 4A and 4B show a variant of the fastening 
device used in Figs. 1-3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0040] Assembly 1, which is now going to be described by 
reference to Figs. 1-3, includes a first cosmetic item 2 in 
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the form of a cylindrical case 3 having a longitudinal axis X 
and containing a solid piece of lipstick. 

[0041] Assembly 1 also includes a second item 12 in the 
form of a cylindrical case 13 having a longitudinal axis Y. 
The external diameter of the cylindrical case 13 may be more 
or less identical with that of cylindrical case 3. 
Cylindrical case 13 may define a reservoir containing a liquid 
composition intended to be applied to the lips following 
application of the product contained in the first cosmetic 
item, in such a way as to modify the lipstick, i.e., gloss. 
To this end, an applicator 14 is integral with a cap that 
seals off the reservoir. 

[0042] The assembly also includes a device 20 allowing the 
two items 2 and 12 to be presented in a combined manner. The 
device 20 may be obtained by molding polyethylene. It may 
include identical loop sections 21 and 22. 

[0043] A portion of loop 21, as shown in FIG. 1, includes 
an opening 23 configured in such a way that it engages by 
latching with the cylindrical case 3 of the lipstick case. 
Latching includes but is not limited to squeezing. To this 
end, the distance between the edges 24 and 25, delimiting the 
opening 23 may be approximately 5 to 10% less than the 
external diameter of the case 3 . The internal diameter of the 
portion of loop 21 is 5% less than the external diameter of 
case 3, such that the portion of loop 21, once mounted on the 
case 3, clamps the latter. 

[0044] A portion of loop 22 may include an opening 26 
configured in such a way that it engages by latching with the 
cylindrical case 13 containing the liquid composition. To 
this end, the distance between the edges 27 and 28, delimiting 
the opening 2 6^ is less than the external diameter of the 
case. The internal diameter of the portion of loop 22 may be 
5% less than the external diameter of the case 13, such that 
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the portion of loop 22, once mounted on the case 13, clamps 
the latter. 

[0045] Between the two portions of loop 21 and 22, opposite 
the openings 23 and 26, a link element 2 9 in the form of a 
short (o#n the order of a few mm) cylindrical strip is 
arranged. The strip 2 9 must be sufficiently short in order 
that when the device 2 0 is in the position as shown in Fig. 2, 
that is to say with the two sections of loop 21 and 22 located 
next to each other, it provides a relatively rigid link 
between the two portions of the loops. The strip must also be 
sufficiently long in order to be able to be placed in the 
configuration of Fig. 3 in which the two portions of loop 21 
and 22 are arranged on top of each other, and fixed to the 
same item. 

[0046] As seen in Fig. 2, assembly 1 is shown in assembled 
form. In this position, loop 21 is latched to case 3 and loop 
22 is latched to case 13. Thus, case 3 and 13 are being held 
more or less fixed in relation to one another. 

[0047] When the two items 2 and 12 have to be separated, 
one of the items, a«— for example item 12, is removed from the 
fixing device 20. Loop 22 is then folded back by 180° in such 
a way as to engage by latching on item 2, by positioning 
itself below the portion of loop 21. The link strip ^2 9 
permits this maneuverability by the device 20. As can be seen 
in Fig. 3, in this configuration, the dimensions of the case 2 
have not noticeably increased. 

[0048] In additional embodiments of the present invention 

as shown in Figs. 4A and 4B, the link strip 29 may be replaced 
by a film hinge 30. The device according to this embodiment 
is otherwise identical in all respects to that of the previous 
embodiment . 

[0049] In the above detailed description, reference is made 
to preferred embodiments of the invention. It is clear that 
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variations can be made to these without deviating from the 
spirit of the present invention as claimed. 

[0050] Although the invention herein has been described 
with reference to particular embodiments, it is to be 
understood that these embodiments are merely illustrative of 
the principles and applications of the present invention. It 
is therefore to be understood that numerous modifications may- 
be made to the illustrative embodiments and that other 
arrangements may be devised without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the present invention as defined by the appended 
claims . 
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